e Mission
Maine Audubon works to conserve Maine’s

wildlife and wildlife habitat by engaging p peopl

of all ages:m»educatlgn, conservatlon, and
aCthIl. e A
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Deployment Truisms

. Low-cost renewables? Need to cut down some trees.
. 1 Transmission 1
. Not all greenfields # High value habitat

NIMBY
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BEST PRACTICES

for Low Impact Solar Siting, Design, and Maintenance
Avoiding and Minimizing Impacts to Natural and Agricultural Resources

Increasing renewable encrgy production in Maine is critical to mitigating the
impacts of climate change on Maine’s natural resources and agricultural and
natural resource based economies. Solar projects that follow these low-impact

best practices will help Maine people, businesses, and communities realize solar’s

climate and economic benefits, while avoiding or significantly reducing undue
impacts to wildlife, farming, and critical natural resources such as clean water.

The purpose of this document, authored by Maine-based environmental and
iculeural i i is to advise solar developers, ipaliti

and the public about ways to avoid or minimize development conflicts. It is not
meant to supercede required federal, state and municipal permitting; likewise,
we recommend using these best practices regardless of permit requirements. It is
also important to note that solar development is subject to other considerations,
including interconnection, project economics, and other siting constraints.
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Model Site Plan Regulations
and Conditional Use Permits to
Support Solar Energy Systems
in Maine Municipalities

‘This document describes and models two land-use tools Maine municipalitics
may use to permit small-, medium-, and large-scale solar cnergy systems,
including both ground ed and roof- ed solar installations. The

purpose of this document is to assist Maine municipalitics in supporting

development of solar energy systems in ways that address the needs of their
community. Communitics will need to carcfully consider how model language
may be modified to suit local conditions and where it should be inserted into
an existing zoning ordinance, if applicable. Further, it is highly recommended
that any language adapted from these models be reviewed by municipal
counsel prior to adoption.

SOLAR IN MAINE

Frequently Asked Questions

ﬁ:r Siting and Hosting Solar Projects
at the Municipal Level

Todsy, Maine is on the cusp of & new ora of solar power developesent.
Wieh the passage of 2 suite of new statewide kaws in 2019, Mainers are
begnming to experience what other stases have been cxperiencing. 3
swelling oppoctunity foe moee solar insallations, moee selas jobs, and
mote sokas customers inchuding Large cussomers ke munculities —
that ase wsimg solar t0 lawer encrpy costs, That opporsunicy brings
questions sbeut what solar means for Maine cities, sows nd people.

This docament was created to provide answens to common questions
about soiar development that have boen raised by mwmcpd offical,
landowners, and others considering larper solar projaces for thei own
use or in their communities.

The quesions and anwwes arc organized under three general themes:

* General background on solar energy projects in Maine

+ Physical features of solar development

“C for Y and
nerghbor

A compuson decusment froa Maine.hissd conservasien cepanizatives
provides pasdince 10 developens on how 10 respamsbly see solie
projecs im Maine. If you have follow-up questions, these is contact
informatien a the end of this document
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Renewable Energy Siting Tool
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Closed Municipal Landfills Seamifor towns

Description: This layer contains the
know locations of over 400 closed,
municipally owned and/or operated
landfills throughout the State of

Maine. |

Comment: Landfills can provide a
suitable location for solar panels when :

appropriate cover system construction |
. Solar and other i
H |
Gravel Pits

I ‘d landfills rather than in

| Description: This data set contains the {ped areas.
locations of resource extraction activity |
sites licensed by the State of Maine and [preas Moina Nanortmant of
administered by the Maine Department |
of Environmental Protection
(MEDEP). Site activities include
excavation of rock, borrow, topsoil,

clay, and silt.
. m

as gravel pits, can provide a sy Brownfields & Superfund Sites
location for solar panel.s. Solay) pescription: Brownfields are real
- other development projects arg property, the expansion,
encouraged on prevnou§l¥ de\t redevelopment, or reuse of which may 0o
'Z';';:t‘;'”" 2o elnead minine il be complicated by the presence or |
potential presence of a hazardous
substance, pollutant, or contaminant. |

| Conway

0

Comment: Brownfield sites may
provide a suitable location for solar
panels in some places. Solar and other
development projects are encouraged
on previously developed lands such as
brownfield sites, where appropriate,
rather than in undeveloped areas.
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Recommendations

. Meet with stakeholders early.
. Be creative about mitigation.
. Avoid more than regulated resources.

. Work together to change the public narrative.
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Eliza Donoghue

Director of Advocacy & Staff Attorney
edonoghue@maineaudubon.org

cell: (207) 712 4359

Maine Audubon Headquarters
20 Gilsland Farm Road
Falmouth, ME 04105
(207) 781-2330

maineaudubon.org
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